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ABSTRACT 

The 1992 Yakutat set gillnet fishery produced a cumulative catch of 632,295 salmon which was 114% 
above the average since 1960. It was the highest catch recorded for the Yakutat area since 1941. It was 
worth about $5,200,000 to the 165 active permit holders, the second highest value on record. The catch 
included 313,840 sockeye, 290.343 coho, 2,025 chinook, 7.620 chum and 18,467 pink salmon. Sockeye 
harvests ranged from above average in the Situk-Ahrnklin, Yakutat Bay, East, Alsek and Lost River 
fisheries to below average for most of the other areas. The 1992 sockeye harvest of 313,840 was the third 
highest since statehood and made up 50% of the total salmon harvest in the Yakutat area. The Situk- 
Ahmklin catch of 105,154 was the third highest harvest since 1960, and the East River catch of 144,300 
was the fourth highest on record. Sockeye escapements were generally above average throughout the 
Yakutat area. Coho returns to most river systems were above average. The Situk-Ahmklin fishery was' 
the area's top producer with a catch of 133,957 coho, the highest harvest since 1954. The area's total 
coho salmon harvest of 290,343 was the highest since 1941 and 90% above the recent 10-year average. 
The area's chinook saImon harvest was 75% above the recent 10-year average. Chinook non-sale in the 
Situk-Ahmklin and Lost Rivers was rescinded after the second week of the season. The Situk-Ahmklin 
catch of 1,504 was 308% above average and made up 74% of the total chinook harvest. The pink salmon 
harvest of 18,467 fish and the chum salmon harvest of 7,620 fish were well below average. Most of the 
pink salmon (13,552 fish) were caught in thc Situk-Ahmklin fishery incidental to the sockeye harvest. 
The East Rivcr contribution of 6.838 chum salmon accounted for 90% of the Yakutat area chum salmon 
harvest. 



INTRODUCTION/OVERVIE W 

Yakutat Area Set Gillnet - 1992 

The Yakutat set gillnet fishery (Figure 1) produced a cumulative catch of 632,295 salmon, which was 52% 
above the recent 10-year average (Tables 1 and 2). Sockeye made up 50% of the year's harvest, while 
coho accounted for 46%. Catches for pink and chum salmon were below average. The chinook salmon 
harvest of 2,025 was 75% above the recent 10-year average, and chinook non-sale in the Situk and Lost 
Rivers was rescinded for the second year in a row. The average semet income of $31,746 was 38% above 
the previous 10-year average (Table 3). 

Sockeye Salmon 

The sockeye harvest of 313,840 was 44% above the recent 10-year average. The Situk River catch of 
105,154 was the second highest since 1966, and only the third time since 1945 the fishery has recorded 
a catch of over 100,000 sockeye. The Situk accounted for 33% of the total area harvest. The return-per- 
spawner (R/S) was approximately 2.8: 1.  A rotat of 76,733 sockeye passed through the Situk River Weir, 
exceeding the escapement goal. The East Rivcr sockcye catch of 144,300 was 32% above the recent 5- 
year average and accounted for 46% of thc urca harvcst. Thc R/S off a parent year escapement of 38,000 
was approximately 4.9:1, thc fourth highchr on rccord. 

The Alsek River catch of 19,310 was 47% above thc rcccnt 5-year average and was the second highest 
in the past 10 years. The Klukshu Weir sockcyc count of 20,215 was sIightIy above average for the years 
the weir has been in operation (1976 - 1992). The Alsck abundance models predicted slightly higher catch 
and escapement levels. The Yakulat B3y hsnlesl of 3 1,706 was 18% above average and was the third 
highest catch on record. The combincd hlclnby fishcries catch of 4,983 was 72% below average, and the 
Akwe River catch of 3,034 was 63% bclow rrvcrsgc. 

Coho Salmon 

The coho harvest of 290,343 was 90% a h v c  thc recent 10-year average. The Situk River, with a catch 
of 133,957, and the Tsiu Rivcr, with a csrch of 92.333. were the peak producers. The Situk, alone, 
accounted for 46% of the area hrvcst. Thc two nvers togcther recorded 78% of the area harvest. East 
River and Lost River coho catches wcrc wcll abovc average, while most other areas, including the Alsek, 
Akwe, Italio, and Kaliakh Rivers and rhc hlclnhy streams wcrc below average in harvest. 



Escapement counts ranged from average to above average, depending on the area. Flooding was not a 
problem this year, and peak escapement counts were obtained for most systems. All streams from Cape 
Yakataga to 112 mile west of the Yahtse, except the Big River and Jetty Creek, remained closed to 
'commercial fishing in 1992. Coho harvests occurred in Jetty Creek, while the Big River was not fished. 

Chinook Salmon 

The chinook salmon harvest of 2,025 was 75% above the recent 10-year average (Table 2). An abundance 
model showed that Situk River escapement goals would be met, and chinook non-sale for the Situk and 
Lost Rivers was rescinded during the third week of the season. The harvest of 1,504 chinook from the 
Situk was about twice the average. The final weir count of 1,618 large chinook was over twice the 
escapement goal. The Yakutat Bay catch of 147 chinook was 51% below average. 

The Aisek River chinook harvest of 301 was 52% above the recent 5-year average. Catches were affected 
by the earlier opening date, as most of the harvest was recorded during the first week of the season. The 
Klukshu Weir escapement of 1.367 chinook was 39% below the recent 10-year average for the weir. Only 
seven chinook were harvested in the East River. well below the recent 5-year average of 55. The Akwe 
River catch of 41 chinook was 78% below the recent 5-year average. 

Pink Salmon 

The pink salmon harvest of 18,467 was 398 bclow the recent 10-year average (Table 2). The Situk River, 
with a catch of 13,552, and Yakutat Bay, with a catch of 4,866, accounted for almost 100% of the harvest. 
The area pink runs were below avcragc. A pcah cscapcmcnt count of 4,500 pinks in Humpback Creek 
was well below average, and thc Humpback Crcck area was not opened for commercial harvest. 
Approximately 62,000 pinks wcrc countcd through thc Siluk Weir. Almost no harvest was recorded from 
the East, Alsek, Akwe, or Lost R~vcrs. and none at all from any of the fisheries west of Yakutat Bay. 

Chum Salmon 

The chum salmon return was also poor. Thc arca harvest of 7,620 was 48% below the recent 10-year 
average (Table 2). The East Rivcr is thc only major chum producer in the Yakutat area. The East River 
catch of 6,838 accounted for 90% of the total harvcst and it  was 38% below recent 5-year average. Chum 
escapement was observed in the Easl Rivcr. but chum wcre mixed with both coho and sockeye, and no 
separate counts were possible. 



Yakutat Area Troll - 1992 

The 1992 troll season in the Yakutat area was characterized by early summer openings. Trolling for 
chinook salmon was open June 1-3 and June 17-19. The harvest landed in Yakutat during the first period 
was 60 chinook, while 99 chinook salmon were harvested during the second period. This was the fourth 
consecutive year of June trolling for chinook salmon. The chinook harvest was 66% below the recent 10- 
year average, while the coho catch was 66% above the recent 10-year average. Overall troll effort was 
above average, with 104 vessels (28 hand and 76 power) landing in Yakutat (Tables 4, 5, and 6). 

A chronology of the Yakutat trolling scason is as follows: the winter troll season which had opened on ,  
October 1, 1991, for chinook only. closcd on April 14 with a catch of 377 recorded from Yakutat Bay. 
Yakutat Bay is the only portion of the Yakutat arca open Lo trolling during the winter. Trolling reopened 
at 12:OI am on June 1 for all spccics of salmon except coho, and again on June 17. On July 1, it opened 
for all spccics of salmon. Chinook wcrc allowcd to be retained from July 1 through noon, July 4. 
Chinook rclums to the Situk River wcrc strong, and the area off the mouth of the Situk was not closed 
to thc taking of chinook as in 1990. Exccllcnt coho catches in S.E. Alaska eliminated the need for a 
conservation closure, but a 10-day allocalion closurc occurred from August 13-22. When the fishery 
reopcncd, chinook were allowed lo bc rctsincd for one day, August 23. On August 7, specific Yakutat 
restrictions established by the Board of F~\hcrics scvcrd years ago went into effect (Figure 2). These 
restrictions closed state waters off thc mouth\ of thc Situk and Lost Rivers to trolling for the season, and 
made weekly troll time in othcr statc w m n  or Yakutat from approximately Grand Plateau Glacier to 
Sitkagi Bluffs the same as wcckl) sclncl time on thc Siruk River through September 20, the last day of 
the summer troll season. 

The chinook salmon troll catch of 1.570 u J\ 065; blow Lhc recent 10-year average (Table 6). Most of 
the fish were landed after thc ch~nooi clo\urc on Julj 1. Thc peak effort week on chinook of 19 hand 
and 40 power trollers occurred dunng Sl.~rl\ttc.~l U'cck 35. Trolling accounted for 44% of the chinook 
landcd in Yakutat (Table 7). Thc v. 1ntc.r h.in c\ i  ol 377 ch~nook was wcll above the 1991 harvest of 100. 

The troll coho catch of 120,822 v.s\ h h f ,  at*>\c rtvcr~gc and accounted for 29% of the coho landed in 
Yakutat (Table 7). Coho return\ u c r c  \inlnp lo both Southeast Alaska and Yakutat. This allowed, to 
somc extent, a more even distnbul~on of ~ t ~ c  [roll cffon. Thc power troll effort of 76 vessels was 40% 
above the recent 10-year averigc of 54. h u ~  u ~ s  wcll &low thc effort levels of 1989 and 1990. The peak 
weekly effort of 71 trollers (16 hand and 5 5  poucr irollcrs) occurred during the first week of September. 
The total effort of 104 vesscls was 28% ~ h t b c  thc rcccnt 10-ycar average. Trolling was concentrated in 

state and federal waters off thc Yakul~r forclmd\ and In Yakutat Bay. Effort in the waters of the 
Yakataga District was minimal. Tablc X l1\1\ thc approximate value of hand and power troll caught 
chinook and coho landed in Yakuut. Thc spproxlmarc exvcssel value of troll caught chinook and coho 
salmon landed in Yakutat was $1.4 10.MO 



SALMON - YAKUTAT DISTRICT 

Alsek River 

The Alsek River sockeye salmon run continued to show improvement in 1992. The 1987 parent year 
index escapement of approximately 9,300 sockeye through the Klukshu Weir produced a catch of 19,310 
sockeye and an escapement of 20,215 (Tables 9 and 10). The catch of 19,310 was 47% above the recent 
5-year average and was the second highest catch in the last 10 years. The weir count of 20,215 was 
slightly above the average of 19,282 for the years in which the weir has been operated. 

Based on the early run escapement in 1987 of approximately 3,000 sockeye through the Klukshu Weir, 
the early sockeye return was expected to be average. The initial opening was delayed by emergency order 
from the first to the second wcck in June. This opening was limited to one 24-hour period in order to 
conserve chinook and early run sockcyc salmon. Catches and catch per unit of effort (CPUE) were 
carefully monitored inseason to asscss run strength for possible extensions of fishing time. Parent year 
escapement information and thc modcl projcctions were also factors in determining the weekly fishing 
periods. Catch and CPUE improved as Lhc season progressed and fishing time was extended to two days 
during the second week of Lhc scxon. and to thrcc days during the third week of the season. Fishing time 
was reduced to two days during thc ncxt Lhrcc wccks, extended to three days during the third week in 
July, returned to two days thc ncxt wcck. and cxtcndcd to four days for the last two weeks of the sockeye 
season. 

The adjustments to the weekly fishing pcnods rcl~cd heavily on fishery performance data, and the decision 
of whether or not to extend any glvcn pcnod was oficn based on catch and CPUE figures gathered in- 
season during that particular pen&. Boih Lhc harvcst n t e  and the regression abundance models, used 
again this year, tend to becomc morc accum~c with timc but they are of limited use for management 
purposes early in the season. Thc 1987 parrnr ycar cscapcmcnt figures of approximately 3,000 early and 
6,000 late run sockeye indicarcd avcngc carly and bclow average late returns in 1992. During the third 
week of the season, catch and CPLiE U C R  well a b v c  avenge, and fishing time was extended to three 
days. Catch and CPUE for Ihc ncxl t h n ~  ucch\ rcmalncd about average. The decision not to extend 
fishing time during this period ua\ m d c  u ~ t h  thc poor latc rcturn in mind. Fishing time was eventually 
added as both the models and thc fisher? p r f o n a n c c  continued to show above average returns. Catch 
and CPUE figures were again affcclcd h! ~JK add~t~oncll cffon that was directed toward the Alsek stocks 
during closed periods on thc Ea\t Rlvcr t h n ~ ~ g h  thc Lhtrd wcck of July. The Alsek River openings of two 
and three days coincided wiIh onc d3y o p n l n p  for thc Eaqt River during this period. Several semetters 
fished the first 24 hours on thc East. lhcn sut[chcd ovcr to thc Alsek to take advantage of the extra fishing 
time. Indications of good catches and CPUE dunng the first 24 hours on the Alsek became attenuated 
as East River fishermen moved into marginal or lcss productive sets on the Alsek. The peak effort of 26 



fishers was recorded during the second week of the season, and effort levels remained high until the East 
River sockeye run started the last week in July. 

The harvest rate and the regression models both overestimated the Klukshu run size. The harvest rate 
model's final estimate exceeded the actual run size by 7,500 fish, and the regression model estimate by 
5,100 fish. Effective escapement through the Klukshu Weir is figured by deducting the Indian food 
harvest above the weir from the weir totals. A total of 2,256 sockeye were harvested in the food fishery 
above the weir, leaving an effective escapement of 17,959. The escapement counts for the Tanis River 
were below average, while the escapement count of 1,000 sockeye in Basin Creek was above average for 
recent years (Table 10). The Village Creek count of 11,485 sockeye was well above average. 

The Klukshu Weir escapement counts have been divided into early and late run segments. The cutoff date 
between the two segments is August 15. The 1992 early run escapement of 11,791 sockeye was a record. 
An estimated return-per-spawner (R/S) of approximately 3.8:1 came from the main parent year 
escapement. in 1987, of slightly over 3,000 sockeye. This RJS figure does not take into account any U.S. 
harvest. An adjustment of approximately five weeks to allow for travel time from the fishery area to the 
weir showed that 13,834 sockeye, or 72% of the total harvest, were probably early run fish. If 60% of this 
catch were Klukshu River fish, then the RIS becomes approximately 6.5:l. The R/S figures for the late 
run were much lower. Applying the same rcasoning, this year's catch and Klukshu escapement from the 
parent year late run escapement of approximately 6,000 sockeye showed a R/S of about 2:l. 

At the present time, these R/S figures arc conjecture and must be viewed as an oversimplification. The 
Klukshu contribution has been cstimarcd ar 37% to 60%, and probably vanes from year to year. A total 
drainagc enumeration has not bccn possihlc. Rarcs of contributions for other Alsek systems have not been 
estimated. A M U ~  escapements to Village Crcck havc been high in the last three years, even given some 
problems with the fish counter. Thls year's cscapemcnt of 11,485 was a return from a parent year 
escapement of 1,875, again, without counting any U.S. interception, a R/S of approximately 6.1:l. Early 
run contributions of U.S. stocks were unknown. Basin Creek is flown only a few times a year. and 
escapement is usually not seen until latc In thc scason. Tanis ~ i v e r  stocks also show up late in the season, 
but any interception of Tanis stocks occun In thc inrcnidal area and most of the U.S. commercial effort 
is too far upstream to have much of an cffcct on Tanis fish. 

The chinook salmon harvest of 301 was 5 Z C  rtbovc the rccenr 5-year average and 27% above average for 
the years 1982-1991. Howevcr. i t  was ucll bclou thc average since statehood of 885. A total of 204 
chinook, or 68% of all the chinook hancucd. wen: caught during the initial 1-day opening. All 204 
chinook were sampled for age composition and rhc rcsults showed that 44% of these fish were jacks. The 
catch of 7 chinook salmon in the East K~vcr was 779  below the recent 5-year average. The Klukshu 
escapement of 1,285 chinook (aftcr dcductlon of 82 chinook taken above the weir) was 43% below the 
1976-1991 average. 

The coho salmon harvest of 3.310 was 20% klow the recent 5-year average. Fishing times were 
maintained at three days per week throughout the coho season. The Alsek was closed during the final 



week of the season as a conservation measure. The preliminary Klukshu Weir count of 1,221 was slightly 
below the average for the years the weir has operated; however, the weir is usually removed prior to 
completion of the coho run. Coho escapement counts for the Tanis River and Cabin Creek were slightly 
below average. The chum salmon catch of 136 was 85% below average. 

Range markers were used to delineate the commercial surf fishing area on the east side of the river mouth. 
No markers were placed on the west side due to surf action. Markers used to close the mouths of 
Williams, Gines, and Emile Creeks were replaced this year, but flood conditions may have removed them 
again. Markers may need to be replaced in 1993. 

East River 

The 1992 East River sockeye harvest of 144.300 was the fourth highest catch on record and 32% above 
the recent 5-year average (Table 1 1). The East accounted for 46% of the area's sockeye production. The 
East remained on extended fishing time during h e  peak of the sockeye season. The peak count of 62 
fishcrs on the river during the second wcck of August was 30% below the recent 5-year average. The 
return-per-spawner from the parent year escapement of 38,000 was approximately 4.9: 1, the fourth highest 
on record. 

The commercial fishery opened on Junc 21. Fishing time of one day per week was maintained for the 
first five weeks of the season becausc of inadcqualc escapcment. Fishing time was increased to three days 
for the last week of July as escapcmcnr count\ buill rapidly. An escapement survey on July 31 revealed 
that lcvels were within the final dcsircd c\capcmcnt goal range, and fishing time was increased to five 
days for the first two weeks of August. F~sh~ng Llmc was reduced to four days for the next two weeks 
of the season, and was returned LO thc normal fa11 fishing time of three days for the coho season. 

As is usual for the East River fishcry. ca~ch and cffon were divided between the three user groups by 
fishing location: inriver, surf, and ocean CT~blc 12). The inriver fishers harvested approximately 63% of 
the sockeye, while the surf fishers harvcsicd approxirnstely 36%. The surf nets were most effective during 
the peak week of the sockeye tun. thc fir\[ ucch of August. Of the 51,161 sockeye harvested that week, 
surf fishers accounted for approximatcl) 5 I CG and ~nrivcr fishcrs accounted for approximately 49%. Effort 
in the ocean area was minimal in 1992. ;inJ occan fishcrs accounted for less than 1% percent of the 
sockeye harvest. 

The Doame River sockeye escapcment count\ ucn: above average. Of the 900 sockeye seen in the Doame 
system during a survey flight on June 29. 750 werc observed in Lower Doame Lake. The East River 
escapement counts built slowly until thc laxi wcck of July, but improved rapidly from that point on. An 
aerial survey on August 23 revealed a final cscapcmcnt count of 43,000 sockeye (Table 13). This count 
exceeded the sockeye escapement goal mngc of 25,000 to 35,000 by about 25%. The R/S in the East River 



was approximately 4.9: 1, well above the average R/S of approximately 3.9:l (Table 14). The 1992 inriver 
return of 187,300 sockeye came from a parent year escapement of appmximately 38,000. 

A peak count of 26 semetters fished the surf area during the second week of August. With the exception 
of the four or five nets in the immediate vicinity of the mouth, all of the gear in the surf area consisted 
of pulley systems. The majority of these pulley systems were located to the west of the river mouth for 
a distance of approximately 314 of a mile. No markers were placed on either side of the mouth to 
delineate the pulley-free zone of 100 yards, and no pulley systems were observed within the 100-yard 
limit. 

The East River coho salmon catch of 21,550 was 145% above the recent 5-year average. It was a new, 
record, exceeding the previous record catch of 20,148 recorded in 1988. Effort levels remained high 
during the early part of the run as sockeye were still being targeted. The peak count of 34 fishers during 
the last week of August was about average. Effon levels remained high through the middle of September 
and fishing time was maintained at the normal 3-day period for the last six weeks of the season. The river 
was open, but not fished, during the final two weeks of the season. A peak escapement count of 3,700 
coho was recorded in the Dorrrnc R~vcr on September 21, and this count was above average. As coho, 
chum, and sockeye were mixcd during the fall escapement surveys, coho were noted, but not counted, in 
the East River. 

The chum salmon catch of 6,838 was 38% bclow thc recent 5-year average of 11,095. The East is the 
only major chum producer in Yakutal, and this catch accounted for 90% of the area's harvest. As chum 
salmon were mixed with sockcyc and coho salmon, no separate counts of chums were made. 

A knte River 

This year marked the third ycar in  a row of poor sockcye production for the Akwe River. The sockeye 
salmon harvest of 3,034 was 6 3 9  bclow thc rcccnr5-year average (Table 15). and the poorest catch since 
1978. The Akwe opened on Junc 22 for 1 5 days. Four sctnctters were observed fishing during this initial 
opening, but no catch was rccordcd Ellon ~rnaincd wcll bclow historical levels and fishing time was 
set at the normal 2.5 days for thc ncxl ~ w o  ucchs of the season. Catches and CPUE dropped to below 
average and fishing time was rcduccd to. and rcrn31ncd ar. one day for the last five weeks of the sockeye 
season. The reduced fishing pcnod of onc d ~ !  ~rnaincd in cffect through August 15 to assist sockeye 
escapement. A peak count of six sclnctlcn li\hcd thc Akwc during the third week of the season. This was 
the second lowest level recorded in  lhc ~ . I \ I  10 yc3t-s and 50% below the recent average of 12. The 
chinook harvest of 41 was 78% bclow thc p~v lous  5-ycar average. 

Aerial surveys of the Akwe in rcccnt ycan have bccn of little value in determining escapement due to the 
turbidity of the river. The river was flown a$ a matler of routine on trips between Yakutat and Dry Bay 



throughout the sockeye season. These flights revealed net counts,. but no fish were seen. A float trip 
conducted by the U.S.Forest Service (USFS) on August 6-8 revealed 30 sockeye in Swanson Creek. Both 
chinook and sockeye were seen in the main stem, but not counted due to the turbidity of the river. 

During the coho salmon season, fishing time was set at two days until the final three weeks of the season. 
CPUE at this time was above average, and the river was open to three days fishing time for the final three 
weeks. The coho salmon harvest of 3,402 was 62% below the recent 5-year average (Table 15). Effort 
during the coho season remained well below historical levels, with a peak count of five fishers during the 
last week of September. The Akwe was not fished for coho during the first week of the season and effort 
levels remained low until the third week in September. 

Markers were pkced on the Akwe 112 mile upstream of the mid-tide level to reduce the problem of fishing 
mixed stocks of Italio and Akwe fish in the common mouth area. The catch of 13 chum salmon was well 
below averagc for the Akwe, and did not indicate a great interception of Italio chums. Some straying of 
all species occurs, and it is likely that some Italio-bound salmon are intercepted in the Akwe River fishery. 

Italio River 

The New Italio, the main chamcl of thc rivcr, was not opened to commercial fishing in 1992. The Middle 
Italio was open for three days each for thc last three weeks of the coho season, while the Old Italio was 
open for three days each for thc last two wccks of the season. The Old ItaIio was not fished this year. 
The Middle Italio was fished during thc final two weeks of the season. The coho harvest of 870 was 45% 
below the previous 5-year averagc (Tablc 16). 

Sockeye escapement counts, whilc still wcll bclow historical levels, showed considerable improvement 
over the counts of recent years (Tablc 17). A float trip conducted by the USFS on July 22-23 revealed 
2,000 sockeye spawning in ltalio Lakc and rinothcr 2.500 in the New Italio. The count of 4,500 sockeye 
is the highest for the system sincc 1987. 

The peak escapement count of 3.800 coho In thc Middlc Italio River was above average. The peak count 
of 1,750 in the Old Italio Rivcr was avcngc. Thc pcak counts for both systems were revealed in the final 
survey of the season on Septcmbcr 21. Mosl of thc commercial fishing activity on the Middle Italio 
occurred after this date, and it  is possiblc that somc of the fish seen during that survey were harvested; 
however, the final escapement was dccmcd adcquatc. Upstrcam markers were used in both the Old and 
Middle Italio Rivers to delineate closed watcr arcas. 



Dangerous River , 

The Dangerous River was fished by fewer than three setnetters in 1992, and a l l  catch records are 
confidential. A comparison of catch records for recent years when catches were not confidential is found 
in Table 18. A flight on July 31 revealed an escapement of 50 sockeye to a clear tributary located about 
half way between the mouth and the Dangerous River Bridge. No surveys were conducted of the upper 
Dangerous. 

Situk-Ahrnklin Inlet 

The Situk-Ahmklin Inlet fishery (rcferrcd to for the sake of concision as "the Situk River fishery") in 1992 
recorded excellent catches of chinook, sockeye, and coho salmon, and a below average catch of pink 
salmon (Table 19). This year, h e  Situk fishery, alone, generated 39% of the area's setnet income (Table 
20). The Situk fishery exvessel valuc of sl~ghlly over $2,000,000 was second only to the 1988 record 
value of $2,600,000 (Table 21). Thc chinook rctum was strong, and commercial fishers were allowed to 
retain and sell part of their chinook harvcsl for ihc second year in a row. The sockeye harvest of 105,154 
was 23% above the recent 5-year avcrrlgc. I t  was the second highest catch since 1966, and the second 
year in a row of a harvest of morc than I(X).O(Kl sockcye. The Situk sockeye catch accounted for 34% 
of the Yakutat area harvest and was cxcccdcd only by the East River catch. The Situk coho harvest of 
133,957 was 152% above averagc and rhc highcst catch since 1954. The Situk accounted for 46% of all 
coho harvested in Yakutat. Thc p~nk ulmon c a ~ h  of 13.552 was 21% below average. Sockeye and 
chinook escapements exceeded ihc cscqicmcnr goals Thc pink escapement peak count was below 
average, but considered adequa~c Coho c.\~Jpcmcnt counls were well above average. 

For the fifth year in a row, thc Situh Ncir uac placcd in the lower river and used for inseason 
management of the sockeye and chinooh li\hcncs (Table 22). The weir washed out once during steelhead 
emigration and was relocated apprnximcl~cl? 30 fccr ups[rcam. The weir was maintained without further 
washout problems until the cnd of Lhc \oihc>c <awn 

Chinook Salmon 

A comprehensive management plan for S I I U ~  Rivcr chinook salmon was implemented for the first time 
in 1991 and was used for the second yc;u In 1992. This plan mandated various chinook conservation 
measures based on an ascending scalc of projccled escapement through the Situk Weir (see 5 ACC 
30.365). A projected escapement of 750 Iargc chinook through the weir by ADF&G is necessary before 
commercial fishermen would be allowcd LO rcrain and sell the fish. A chinook non-sale policy was 
implemented for the first two weeks of thc scason. All sctnetters were asked to work their gear frequently, 



and to release live chinook Semetters were allowed to retain dead chinook for their own use, and were 
required to repon the dead chinook on fish tickets. The total reported catch was 51 large (>28 inches) 
and 9 small (<28 inches) chinook. Approximately 11% of the large chinook that passed through the weir 
were net-marked. This compares to 51% in 1989 and 48% in 1990, two years in which the chinook non- 
sale was in effect for the entire season, and to 37% in 1991 when the policy was in effect for the first 
three weeks of the season. These data indicate some survival of netted and released fish. The spawning 
success of netted and released fish is still unknown. 

The return of chinook was strong, and more than 750 large chinook were projected to pass through the 
weir by the second week of the season. Beginning with the last week of June, fishers were allowed to 
retain and sell chinook. The chinook harvest of 1,504 was 167% above the average for the 10 years prior, 
to the implementation of the non-sale policy in 1989. It was the third highest harvest on record for the 
Situk. The final weir count of 1,985. chinook, consisted of 1,618 large spawners, 236 2-ocean jacks, and 
131 1-ocean jacks. Deducting a known mortality of 87 large spawners above the weir, due primarily to 
sport fishing, left a spawning escapement of 1,531. Records of the sport harvest above the weir were 
incomplete, and the actual harvcsl may bc on the order of 200 large fish. The spawning success rate of 
hooked and released fish is unknown. 

Sockeye Salmon 

The Ahrnklin River end of thc estuary was opcncd by emergency order on June 11 for a 24-hour period. 
Regulatory markers were placcd In both Dlvrdc Slough and in the estuary approximately two miles east 
of the western tip of Black Sand Island A tola1 of 60 sctncttcrs fished in the open area harvesting 1,266 
sockeyes. In 1991, during a similsr Ahmklln Rlvcr opcning in this week, 11,468 sockeye were harvested 
by 50 fishers in 2.5 days. Thc 1 9 0  opnlng of 2.5 days for the same week was not confined to the 
Ahrnklin River end of the estuary. but 11 wa\ dclcrmlncd that over 90% of the 9,238 sockeye harvested 
were of Ahrnklin origin. The 1990 Ahmkl~n Rlvcr cscapcmcnt counts were excellent, but the 1991 count 
was poor, and indications WCIC that Ahmklrn srocks may have been over-fished last year. The one day 
opening this year was a conscrvatlvc rcqmn\c ro thc 1991 opcning. The sockeye return to the Ahrnklin 
was not as strong as in the prcvlou\ luo !c.in Thls year's harvest was well below the harvest of 1990 
and 1991. Two aerial surveys of Ihc AhmAlln ucrc conduacd but no escapement was observed. A float 
trip on June 28 revealed 2.200 mkcyc at rhc conllucncc of the Antlen and Ahrnklin Rivers (Table 24). 
This peak count was about half the avcngc pcak counr slncc 1987. 

The entire Situk-Ahrnklin estuary opcni-d 10 commercial fishing on June 15. By regulation, fishing time 
was set at 2.5 days during this wcck. C;lr~h and cscapcmcnt continued to build from this point on, and 
fishing time was extended to 3.5 days dunng Ihc last wcck of June. Fishing time was further extended 
to 4.5 and 5.5 days during the ncxl two wrrtk\ Ar this time. indications were that the run was beginning 
to taper off and fishing time wa! cunailcd ro 3.5 days during the week of July 12 as a conservation 
measure. On July 18, an unexpcctcd wavc of almost 13.000 sockeye passed through the weir. In one 2- 
hour period about 9,000 sockcyc wcrc paxxcd. This was over twice the previous 1-day high for number 



of sockeye through the weir since 1989. After this wave of sockeye, it was apparent that the escapement 
goal of 40,000 - 55,000 would be exceeded, and the Situk fishery stayed open to commercial harvest 
through noon Thursday, August 13. Allowable gear was increased from one to two 20 fathom nets from 
July 24 through Monday, August 10. Time and allowable gear were returned to normal in time for the 
fall coho fishery. A peak count of 96 semetters fished the Situk. This effort level was 25% above the 
recent 5-year average, and was the highest level recorded since 1974. 

A total of 76,733 sockeye passed through the Situk Weir prior to its removal on August 6. This count 
exceeded the upper end of the escapement goal by 21,000 fish. The total return of sockeye to the Situk 
was calculated by adding inriver catch, escapement and subsistence catch to half of the catches of the 
interceptive fisheries in Yakutat Bay, Manby Shore, and the Lost River, and by deducting the Ahmklin , 
River sockeye catch from the total. The 1992 return of 204,125 came primarily from the 1987 escapement 
of 72,720, yielding a return-per-spawner (R/S) of 2.8:l. The 1991 R/S was also 2.8:l from a parent year 
escapement of 71,543 fish. Though these escapements also exceeded the escapement goal by about 17,000 
fish, these return figures were considerably better than the Situk's 10-year average of 1.6:l. 

Emigrant steelhead were monitored at the Si~uk Weir during the sockeye season. The Situk Weir was out 
of commission from May 4 to May 18, and the number of emigrant steelhead during this time is unknown. 
A total of 2,974 steelhead were counted down stream through the weir while it was intact. A total of 
2,624 steelhead, or 88% of the count, was through the weir by June 14, one day prior to the initial 
commercial opening for the entire estuary. Interception of adult steelhead in the commercial fishery 
totaled approximately 24 fish. 

Coho Salmon 

The return of coho to the Situk-Ahrnkl~n uas strong. The harvest of 133,957 coho was the highest since 
1954, and was almost 34,000 fish morc than b e  next highest catch during that period of time, 100,186 
in 1955. Effort remained above average Tor most of the season. A peak count of 81 setnetters fished the 
Situk during the third week of Scptcmbcr T h ~ s  &a$ one of the highest efforts for coho on record. Effort 
remained above average through thc cnd of thc season. 

Fishing time was set at three days for thc fin[ tuo weeks of the season. Catches indicated the strong 
return, and fishing time was incrcascd to lour days for the final six weeks of the season. A float trip on 
September 29 revealed a peak escapcmcnt count of 13.820 coho. This was one of the highest counts ever 
recorded in the Situk. Final escapement w3h cstlmatcd to be above average. No coho were seen on a 
float of the Old Situk conducted on Scptcmbcr 16. but this was early for observing coho in this tributary. 
A survey of the Ahmklin River on Scptcmbcr 4 mvealcd 1,000 coho, and a survey of the Antlen River. 
a tributary of the Ahmklin, on Scptcmbcr 72. ~vcaled  2,200 coho. 



Pink and Chum Salmon 

The pink salmon harvest of 13,552 was 21% below the recent 5-year average. As area-wide pink salmon 
harvests were below average, this catch accounted for 73% of all pinks caught in the Yakutat area. A total 
of 61,742 pinks were counted through the Situk Weir before it was removed. No other escapement surveys 
were conducted. The chum salmon harvest of 389 was 43% below the recent 5-year average. 

Lost River 

The Lost River was opened on June 15. The catch of 3,170 sockeye salmon was 19% above the recent 
5-year average, and marked the founh year in a row of above average catches (Table 24). To some 

extent, this has been a function of incrcascd fishing time on the Lost as a result of the strength of the 
Situk River sockeye run. The initial opcning was 2.5 days. As time was added to the Situk fishing 
periods, time was also added to thc Lost, and the river was open to 4.5 days for two weeks of the season. 
Fishing time was then reduced to 2.5 and 3.5 days to assist the Lost River escapement. Fishing time was 
rctumcd to 2.5 days during the founh wcck of July. Documenting early escapement has proven difficult 
and a pcak count of 737 sockeyc was not rccordcd until September 14 (Table 25). 

Chinook salmon non-sale was rescinded for rhc Lost River during the third week of the season. The 
chinook harvest of 20 was 11 % abovc avcragc. but thc avcrage includes one year, 1990, when chinook 
non-sale remained in effect throughout rhc scason. Thc harvest of 20 chinook was average for all other 
years during this period. 

The coho salmon catch of 10,244 was I 155; abovc thc rcccnt 5-year average and the second highest catch 
since 1964. The fishery was exlcndcd [o lour days for thc last five weeks of the season. A peak effort 
level of five setnetters fished thc Lost dunng [hc l i s t  wcck of September. A peak escapement count of 
4,235 coho was recorded on Scptcmbcr 1 h dunng a USFS float trip of Tawah Creek. The roadside and 
airport runway drainage ditchcs ha1 fccd Tawah Crcck continued to fill with coho into November. 
Escapement for the Lost Rivcr dm~nagc u . ~ \  abnvc svcnge. 

l'akurnr Bay 

The Yakutat Bay sockeye catch of 3 1.706 w a\ I&';.; abovc rhc recent 5-year average, and the third highest 
catch on record (Table 26). Along with thc S ~ l u k  Rivcr. ~ h c  southern half of Yakutat Bay opened on June 
11 for one day. Fishing time was incrcascd to 2.5 days during the second week of the season. Fishing 
time was increased as the Situk sockcyc mn built, and thc Bay fishery was extended to a 4.5-day weekly 
fishing period for the fourth and fifth wccks of thc sca..on. The Bay was not extended beyond 4.5 days 



in any week to afford some protection to stocks bound for systems other than the Situk. Catches in the 
fisheries that harvest primarily Situk River origin sockeye were about half of their averages for this time, 
and fishing time for the Bay was reduced to 2.5 days during the second week of July. Fishing time was 
increased to 3.5 days during the third week in July. Fishing periods for all the Situk origin interceptive 
fisheries were returned to 2.5-day openings beginning the fourth week of July. 

During the first three weeks of July 21,862 sockeye, or 69% of the harvest, was caught. These catches 
were preceded by a very poor fourth week catch of 367 sockeye. The peak weekly catch of 9,822 
sockeye, and the peak effort level of 32 fishers, was recorded during the third week of July. This effort 
level was 26% below the recent 5-year average. 

The coho salmon catch of 6,567 was 55% above the recent 5-year average, and the highest catch recorded 
since 1955. Fishing time was set at three days for the first four weeks of the season, and extended to 
four days for the next four weeks of the season. Both catch and effort dropped sharply, and fishing time 
was reduced to three days for the final two weeks of the season. The chinook salmon harvest of 147 was 
5 1 % below the recent 5-year average. 

Pink salmon returns to Humpback Creek were not strong, hence the creek was not fished for pinks in 
1992. A peak escapement count of 4.500 pinks was recorded on August 21 (Table 27). This count was 
less than half the escapement goal of 10.000 pinks. The Yakutat Bay pink salmon harvest of 4,866 was 
80% below the recent 5-year average. One of those years, 1988, recorded a harvest of almost 100,000 
fish. This year's harvest of 4.866 is only slightly below average. 

Manby Fisheries 

The combined Manby Shore fisherics sockeye harvest of 4,983 was 72% below the previous 5-year 
average (Table 28). The coho catch of 8.1 12 was 29% below the 5-year average. Sockeye catches from 
the Manby Shore Ocean fishery totaled 4.526 and accounted for 91% of the catch (Table 29). Almost all 
the coho were harvested from thc srrcam fisheries. Catches for individual streams were not compiled 
separately prior to 1986. 

The Manby Shore Ocean fishery opcncd on Junc 15; the inside fisheries on June 22. The ocean fishery 
remained on a normal fishing schcdulc of 2 5 d3ys for thc first week of the season. Fishing was then 
extended to 3.5 days for the founh wcch of Junc. and 10 4.5 days for the next two weeks due to the 
strength of the Situk sockeye run. A pcsh count of 16 setneners fished during the second week of the 
season. This effort level was slightly above avenge. Sudden Stream remained on the normal fishing time 
of 2.5 days throughout the sockeye season. An ~nicresting statistic was the 4.35 lb weight average of the 
Sudden Stream sockeye. This compared to the 5.7 Ib average of sockeye harvested in the Manby Shore 
Ocean fishery. It is highly probable that not very many Sudden Stream sockeye were harvested in the 



ocean fishery, contrary to the thinking of some Manby Shore fishermen that believe their catches are 
interceptions of the Sudden Stream stocks. 

Manby Stream, Spoon River, Sudden Stream, and Esker Creek were all fished for coho in 1992 (Tables 
30 and 31). Manby Stream and Esker Creek accounted for 96% of the coho harvest for the area. 
Escapement counts were limited due to the glacial nature of most of the Manby area streams. The peak 
count of 1,030 coho in Esker Creek was above average. The peak escapement count of 1,200 coho in 
Manby Stream was also above average. The count of 850 coho in Spoon River was below average (Table 
32). 

Yahtse River to Icy Bay 

Fewer than three setnetters fished the Yana River and Jetty Creek for coho in 1992, and all catch records 
are confidential. The Big River and the Yahtse River were not fished. Jetty Creek was open for the final 
five weeks of the season, while the Big River was open for the final four weeks. Escapement counts for 
the Yana River were below average, and the river was closed to fishing during the final two weeks of the 
season. Markers were placed approximately 1,300 yards upstream from the mouths of both Big River and 
Jetty Creek. 

Escapement counts for Jetty Creek and the Big River were above average. A flight on September 22 
revealed the peak count for both systems. A total of 5,200 coho were seen in the Big River, and 6,000 
coho were seen in Jetty Creek. A peak escapement count of 600 coho was seen in the Yana River on 
September 10, while a later count on September 22 revealed only 100 coho. A total of 500 coho were 
seen in the Yahtse River tributaries on the Scptember 22 flight (Table 33). 

SALhlON - YAKATAGA DISTRICT 

The Yakataga District, including the Kdiakh River. opened on June 17. The Tsiu River remained closed 
until coho season to protect the relatively small sockeye population in that system, but all other Yakataga 
systems were open throughout the sockeye season. Seal River, to the west of the Tsiu River, was fished 
for sockeye by fewer than three fishers, thus all catch records are confidential. Coho salmon catches for 
the Tsiu River were the highest on record, while coho catches for the Kaliakh River were below average. 
The total harvest for the Yakataga District was 97,195 coho, or 33% of the catch for the Yakutat area. 
The Kiklukh River, locally referred to as Eighr Mile Creek, and the Tashalich River were not fished by 
semetters in 1992. 



Kaliakh River 

The Kaliakh River was opened initially for coho on August 17, two days prior to the Tsiu River opening. 
The Kaliakh was not fished until the first week of September. The coho catch of 4,138 was 65% below 
the recent 5-year average. (Table 34). A peak count of six setnetters fished the river during the first and 
second weeks of September. This effort level was 60% below average. All of these setnetters also fished 
the Tsiu River, and switched to the Kaliakh during closed periods on the Tsiu. Effort levels were affected 
by the lack of logistical support on the Kaliakh. Area buying operations were centered on the ocean spit 
west of the Tsiu River which required the transport of Kaliakh fish to, and across, the Tsiu. Effort was 
limited to those few permit holders who were able to transport their own fish. 

Normal fishing time of three days was maintaincd for the first three weeks of the coho season. No effort 
was rccordcd for the first two wceks. Effon lcvels remained low while fishery performance data indicated 
that an increase in fishing timc was wamntcd, and time was increased to four days during the second 
weck of September. Fishing tirnc rctumcd to thrce days for the following weeks, and remained at three 
days for the remainder of thc scason. Thc Kallakh was not fished during the third week of September, 
and was not fished for the final two wccks of thc scason. 

Escapement surveys for the Kaliakh arc lirnltcd duc to the remoteness of the spawning tributaries and the 
fact that fish do not usually appcar until aftcr thc fishcry closes. A flight on September 20 revealed 2,600 
coho in the Kultieth River, thc mrtrn spaunlng tnbutary (Table 35). Another 800 coho were seen in the 
mouth of the Chiuki River. locall) rcfcmd 10 a\ 5tinh Crcck, and 1,500 were seen in the main stem of 
the Kaliakh at the outlets of small spaunlnp tnhutrtncs Uncountcd coho were also observed swirling and 
finning in the glacial waters of thc K~1i.iL.h Fin~l cscapcrncnt was estimated to be average to above 
averagc. 

Tsiu River 

The Tsiu River coho catch of 92.343 wa\ ~ h c  hiphcct catch on record and 104% above the previous 5-year 
average. The Tsiu accounted for 95% of L ~ K  )'~Lat.~grt Distnct harvest; second only to that of the Situk 
River in the Yakutat area. Thc nvcr r c m ~ ~ n c d  c l o d  during the sockeye season, as in past years, to 
protect the small sockeye populat  on. 

The Tsiu River opened on August 19 for onc ?&hour pcriod. The following week's fishing time was 
extended twice, once to make up for lost fi\hing tlmc due to inclement weather, and once because 
escapement counts warranted an cxlra d3). Total fishing limc for that week was four days. Escapement 
counts remained good from that point on, and fishing timc was maintained at three days per week for the 
remainder of the season. A peak cffon of 23 sctncttcrs fished the river during the second week of 



September. The effort level was 23% below the recent 5-year avegge. The Tsiu was not fished during 
the final week of the season. 

A flight on September 20 revealed a peak escapement count of 26,300 coho (Table 37). Of these, 22,000 
were observed in the Tsiu lagoon. and 4,300 were seen in the Tsivat River. Later escapement surveys were 
hindered by inclement weather and flood conditions. Escapement levels remained ahead of schedule 
during most of the season, and the final escapement was considered to be above average. 

In the Yakutat area the use of pulley systems has been most prevalent on the East and Tsiu Rivers, and 
four to six pulley systems were again used on the Tsiu throughout the season. Pulley systems were also 
used to fish the ocean area outside the 1/52 mile perimeter during closed periods on the Tsiu. As it, 
constitutes part of the remainder of the district, this area has allowable gear of 25 fathoms, rather than the 
15 fathoms allowed for the Tsiu. Four setnetters fished this area in a two week period and 71 1 coho were 
landed. This ocean area was immediarcly adjacent to the overflow channel of the Tsivat River, a 
migratory waterway during flood stage. I t  is likely that most or all of the coho caught in this area were 
of TsiutTsivat origin. The Tsivat ovcrflow channel was also fished this year. The subsistence period for 
the Tsiu was changed by emcrgcncy ordcr lo a 12-hour period on Sunday of each week to avoid any 
conflict with possible commercial opcnings on Saturday. 

Fish buying and flying activiry has shif~cd in rcccnt ycars from the east side of the Tsiu to the spit on the 
west side. The traditional cast-sidc runways now rcmain under water for much of the season and are 
unusable. The spit on the wcst sidc can accommodate thc DC-3 and C-46 aircraft which were used to 
haul fish this year. The use of thc wcsl sidc a! a staging area means that all Kaliakh fish and some Tsiu 
fish must be taken across the Tsiu. Somc sclnctrcrs uscd skiffs for this purpose, but several also used 4- 
wheelers with trailers. Thc ATV activrty will likcly continue, but the crossing of an anadromous fish 
stream by any vehicle requires a Title 16 pcrrnit. Pcrmission to cross would most likely not fx given 
during this critical stage (the spawning ~rnm~gr~tion) of salmon life history. 

Tosholich and Kiklukh Rivers 

The Tashalich and Kiklukh Rlvcn usrc no1 fishcd by sctnctters in 1992. An escapement survey 
conducted on September 15 rcvcalcd a pcA counl of 5.900 coho in the Kiklukh River, while a survey 
flown on October 2 revealcd a pcak count af 600 coho in thc Tashalich River (Table 38). Escapements 
were above average for both systcms. 



YAKUTAT AREA SUBSISTENCE AND PERSONAL USE - 1992 

In 1992, 133 subsistence permits were issued for the Yakutat area (Table 39). This was down one permit 
from the 134 permits issued in 1991. No personal use permits were issued in the Yakutat area in 1992. 

The area-wide extrapolated subsistence catch of 553 chinook was 46% above average (Table 40). 
Approximately 59% of the chinook harvest came from the Situk-Ahmklin Inlet, while the remainder came 
from the Akwe, Alsek and Ahrnklin Rivers, and Yakutat Bay. A total of approximately 60 chinook were 
taken by commercial fishers during the Situk River commercial fishery prior to the removal of the non- 
sale restriction. 

The area-wide extrapolated subsistence catch of 5,513 sockeye was 75% above average. The Situk- 
Ahrnklin Inlet accounted for 82% of the sockeye harvest and 76% of the coho harvest. The area-wide 
extrapolated coho harvest of 3.645 was 2 12% above average. 

YAKUTAT AREA SHELLFISH - 1992 

Dungeness Crab 

Dungcncss crab is the major shellfish spccics harvested in the Yakutat area. The 1992 harvest of 
Dungcness crab was about 1.368.734 Ibs. This was 51% below the 1991 harvest of approximately 
2,800,000 Ibs. A total of 220 landings wcn: madc by thc 47 vessels (7 local, 40 non-local) participating 
in thc fishery. The average pricc was aboul 50.90Pb for an exvessel value of approximately $1,231,861. 

Tanner Crab 

A total of four boats (3 local, 1 non-local) fi3hcd Tanncr crab in 1992. A total of 27 landings were made, 
and the harvest was 37,347 Ibs. Thc avcrrlgc pricc was $2.20/lb for an exvessel value of approximately 
$82.1 63. 

King Crab 

Fewer than three vessels fishcd king crab in rhc 1991-1992 season, thus all catch information is 
confidential. 



Shrimp 

A preliminary total of 57 landings were made by nine boats that pot-fished shrimp in 1992. The harvest 
was 3,286 lbs. Landings were made in all months except March, April and September. As fewer than 
thre.e vessels trawled for shrimp in 1992, the catches are confidential. 

Scallops 

Seven boats fished for scallops in 1992. The catch of approximately 1,000,000 lbs was twice the harvest 
reported in 1991. The average price was approximately $4.00/lb, and the total exvessel value of the,  
fishery was approximately $4,000,000. 

1992 HALIBUT 

The 1992 halibut season consisted of two 24-hour periods (noon to noon): June 8-9 and September 7-8, 
and onc 48-hour period October 5-7. Wcrtrhcr was not a factor for the first two openings, but it did affect 
the third opening. A trip limit was in cffcct for both [he second and third openings. The total catch of 
720,419 lbs was 35% below thc 1991 hrtrvcst of 1.104.000 lbs. An average price of $0.95/lb resulted in 
an cxvesscl value of $684,398. which w ~ \  675; hclow rhe 1991 value. 

1992 HLACKCOD (SABLEFISH) 

The Eastern Gulf of Alaska rcgulatoq arcJ for hlackcod includcs the Southeast, East Yakutat, and West 
Yakutat management areas, and cxlcnd4 rc~.~ghl) from Dixon Entrance to Valdez. Yakutat is located 
betwecn the East and West Yakutat rnanqcmcni iircas. All three areas opened on May 15. Weather was 
not a factor. A total of 2,000,422 Ibs wcrc l~ndcd in Yakutat. This was about 8,000 1bs more than the 
1991 delivery. The total exvesscl vrtluc ua\ 3bout $3.400.717. The average price was $1.75/lb for 
dressed fish over 5 Ibs, and $1.45tlb for drcx\cd fish under 5 Ibs. 



Table 1. Hawest of salmon in the Yakutat area set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1992. 

Ending 
Week Date Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total 

Totals 2.025 31 3.UO 290.343 18,467 7,620 632,295 



Table 2. Ten year comparison of Yakutat area setnet effort and .salmon harvest. 

Year Effort Chin& Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Tolal Days 

1982 149 1.424 21 1.895 148,384 9.506 5,837 377.046 313 

1991 162 1.750 229.854 166.380 3.051 2.979 404,014 544 

Ave. 152 1.155 21 8.292 152.964 30.187 14.685 4 17,277 407 

Deviation from a 10-year average 



Table 3. Total average earnings from commercial fishing, excluding shellfish, Yakutat area, 1975- 1992. 

- - 

Year Total Finfish Total Salmon Total No. of Aver. Previous 10 Total Setnet-Troll 
Incane ' Troll Income Salmon Active Earning Year Aver. Salmon Income 

Setnet Setnu Per Setnet Setna 
Income Permits Permit Incane 

Through 1985, data includes salmon scmd. u t n u m  hdnd and plpucr troll. and hahbut. Stanmg m 1986, data also Includes blackcod. 
Excludes hahbut, thus is salmon only (nu MacLr~J hrnc\t twforr 1984) 

Hand troll only; no power troll dab, a nu p j v c r  ln,iitng dtnc 

Excludes blackad landings of 178.W Ih m IQR4 <: [XSl lh m 1985. bv non-local boats. 



Table 4. Harvest of chinook salmon in the Yakutat area troll fishery by fishing period, 1992. 

- 

Ending Hand Hand Power Power Tolal Total 
Week Dale Boats Ca~ch Boau Catch Boau Catch 

Table 5. Hawest of coho salmon in the Yakurat area troll fishery by fishing period, 1992. 

Ending Hmd Ilmd Power Power Total Tolal 
Week Date Boats GI & Boats Catch Boats Catch 



Table 6 .  Harvest comparison of chinook and coho salmon in the.Yakutat area troll fishery, 1982-1992. 

Year C3inodc Coho Tola1 Hand Power 

1991' 4.207 43.328 47535 19 48 67  

Ave. 4.573 72.732 77.3 10 28 54 8 1 

From 1989 to the present, the number of hand and power tro1l;rs m h i s  table represent the total number of vessels that made landings in 
Y a k u ~ a ~ .  The numbers presenred here may n a  naessanly rcpruent h e  tom1 number of vessels that fished in the Yakutat area 
Dcviauon from a 10-year average. 



Table 7. Harvest of salmon in the Yakutat area setnet fishery by fishing area, 1992. 

Area 

-- 

Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum T d  

Alsek 

East 

Ak we 

Ital~o 

Dangerous 

Siuk 

Lost 

Yaku~at Bay 

Manby Shore 

Manby Stream 

Spoon 

Sudden 

Esker 

Yah~se 

Yana 

Jetty Creek 

Kaltakh 

Tslu 

Tashaltch 

Ksklukh 

301 

7 

4 1 

0 

1.504 

20 

147 

5 

0 

. 
0 

Not fished 

. 

. 
0 

0 

Not fished 

Not fished 

Catch 3.601 3 1 1  MO 41 1.165 18.467 7.620 754,693 

* Fewer than 3 permits, all catch figures arc conf~dcnttrl 



Table 8. Exvessel dollar value of Yakutat fisheries to fishermen, 1992.' 

Salmon 

Species Semet Troll Troll 

(Hand) (Power) 

Chinook $ 36.637 $ 6.600 $ 40,680 

Sockeye 2.824.680 

Coho 2,333,840 1 12,370 1,265,000 

Pink 13.569 

Chum 29,332 
- - 

Total 5,238,058 1 18,970 1,305,680 

Total Halibut $ 684,398 

Total Blackcod 

Total Dungeness 1,231,861 

Total Scallops 4,000.ooo 

Total Finfish Income $ 10,747.823 

Total Shellfish Income 5,231.861 

Total Fishing Income 15,979,684 

' Figures used to calculate values: Sctncl (ch~ncnk. 32.522 Ibs @ S1.13llb; sockeye. 1,921,551 Ibs @ $1.47/lb; coho. 2,775,962 
lbs @ $0.84/lb; pink 75.385 Ibs @ SO 18/lb. chum 69.823 Ibs @ S0.43nb); Troll catch landed in Yakutat (chinook 16,272 
lbs @ $2.50/lb; coho 918,247 Ibs @ 51 JO/Ih) Haltbut 720.419 Ibs @ $0.95/lb; Blackcod 2.000.422 lbs @ $1.70/lb.; 
Dungeness crab 1,368.734 Ibs @ SO Wnb. S c a l l o p s  1.000.000 Ibs @ S4.001lb. 



Table 9. Harvest of salmon in the Alsek River set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1992, and 5-year 
catch comparison. 

Ending 

Date Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

Totals 

5-Year Comparison 

Year Boau C h l n d  Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1991 2 1 103 17542 5.956 0 103 23.704 49.0 

Ave. 26 198 13JP)h 4.150 5 89 1 18,339 36.1 

1992 26 301 19,310 3310 1 136 23,058 46.0 

Deviation' 

Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 10. Alsek River and Klukshu Weir escapement, 1992. . 

. Date Area Sockeye Coho Remarks 

6R9 Tanis # I  and #2 None seen 

8120 Tanis # 2 350 Partial survey 

9/10 Tanis # 1 None seen 

9/10 Tanis # 2 50 

9/10 Gines Creek None seen 

9/10 Emile Creek None seen 

9/10 Basin Creek 

9/10 Cabin Creek 20 

9/14 Tanis #I 500 

911 4 Tanis #2 

911 4 Cabin Creek 50 

9/16 Tanis #1 280 

911 6 Tanis #2 70 

911 6 Cabin Creek 20 Poor visibility 

9 R  1 Tanis # I  400 

9 R  1 Tanis #2 160 Poor visibility 

9 R  I Cabin Creek 350 

None seen 

Klukshu weir' 

Chinook h x h c w  Coho Tola1 

A food fishery harves~ of 84 chinod and 2.2% wrLc>c ah-c  Ihc uctr c o u n ~ s  deducted from h e  weir counts leaves an effective escapement 

of 1,282 chinook and 17.959 sockeyc. The weir w a r  rrmkrrcd pnor to h c  end of h e  coho run. 



Table 11. Harvest of salmon in the East River set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1992, and 5-year 
catch comparison. 

Ending 
Week Date Boats Chincak Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

40-41 10110 Not F~rhai 6.0 

Totals 62 7 lO4.MO 21.550 6 6.838 172.701 44.0 

Five Year Comparison 

Year Boau Chinodc Sukcw Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1991 79 49 453U 3.857 2 2.196 5 1.438 30.0 

Ave. 89 55 IOY.lb? 11.782 755 1 1.095 130.209 36.7 

Deviation' 

1992 -30% -77% +3?% + 145% -99% -38% +33% +2Wo 

Deviation from a 5-year average. 

- 28 



Table 12. Harvest of sockeye salmon in the inriver, surf, and ocean East River fisheries. 1992. 

Week Ending Drue Area Sockeye Catch % Sodteye Catch 

7125 Inriver 

Surf 

Ocean 

8/0 1 Inriver 

Surf 

Ocean 

8/08 Inriver 

8,108 

. 1,273 

Not fished 

12.068 

7,025 

Not fished 

24,953 

Surf 26,208 51.2 

Ocean Not fished 

Inrivcr 14.858 53.6 

Surf 12.1 11 43.7 

34 8122 Innvcr 15.238 81.6 

Surf 3.321 17.8 

0cc.n 120 .6 

lnnvcr 90.908 63.0 

Totals ' Surf 52.545 36.4 

Taals include catches from weeks not bsted m thts uhk 



Table 13. East River escapement, 1992. . 

. Date Sockeye Coho Remarks 

6109 700 

6/17 400 250 in Doame River 

Poor visibility. turbid 

400 in Dome River 

900 in Doamc River 

Poor visibility 

Poor visibility 

Poor visibility 

Poor visibility 

Mixed wlchum and coho 

Mixed wlchum and coho 

In Doarne River 

9/2 1 3.7(X) In Doame River 



Table 14. East River return-per-spawner since 1975. 

Year Total Parent Year Rum Per Rank 
Return Escapement Spawner 

1976 79,816 . 10,000 7.98 1 

-- - 

Average return per spawner since 1975: 3.86.1 



Table 15. Harvest of salmon in the Akwe River set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1992, and 5-year 
catch comparison. 

Ending 
Week Date Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Tcdal Days 

26 6R7 4 Fished No calch recorded 0 1.5 

31+34 Not fished 3.0 

32-35 8R9 3 0 59 36 0 8 103 4.0 

5-Year Comparison 

Year Boats Chinook Sockcyc Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

- -- -- - - 

Ave. 12 188 8.286 8,869 444 645 18.432 28.6 

1992 6 4 1 3.034 3.402 1 13 6.49 1 30.5 

Deviauon' 

Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 16. Harvest of salmon in the Italio River set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1992 and 5-year 
catch comparison. 

Ending 
Week Date Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink C3um Total Days 

4 1 Not fished 3.0 

Totals 3 870 870 9.0 , 

5-Year Comparison 

Year Boats Chinook Sockcyc Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1991 3 o o I .ns o o 1.778 5.0 

Ave. 3 0 157 1586 2 133 1,878 15.4 

Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 17. Italio River and Italio Lake escapement, 1992. 

- -- 

. Date Area Sockeye Coho Pink Ranarks 

New Italio 

New Itdio 

New Itdio 

New Italio 

New halio 

New Italio 

New halio 

New Italio 

New Italio 

New Italio 

Italio Lake 

New Italio 

New I~al io 

Old and New 

Old Itdio 

Middle Italio 

New Italio 

Old balio 

Middle Italio 

New Italio 

Old Italio 

Middle Italio 

New Italio 

Old Italio 

Middle Italio 

New Italio 

Old Italio 

Middle Italio 

New Italio 

Intertidal 

Intertidal 

Poor visibility 

120 in Italio Lake 

400 in Italio Lake 

50 in Italio Lake 

Intertidal 

1.700 in Italio Lake 

Poor visibility 

Intertidal 

USFS float uip. 7/22-23 

25 chum, 3 chinook seen 

300 seen in Italio Lake 

None seen 

Poor visibility 

In~ertidal 

Poor visibility 

Poor visibility 

Poor visibility 



Table 18. Five-year catch comparison of salmon harvested in the Dangerous River set gillnet fishery, 
1987-1991. 

Year Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Davs 

Ave. 3 22 1.192 175 0 1 1,390 455  

* Fewer than three permits. catch information is confidential. 



Table 19. Harvest of salmon in the Situk-Ahmklin Inlet set gillnet fishery, 1992, and 5-year catch 
comparison. 

Ending 
Wcck Dart Bolts Chinook MCF Coho Pink Qnun Toul h~r 

24 6/13 60 1- 0 1 0 1 3 7  1.0 

4 1 10110 23 0 0 791 0 0 791 4.0 

Touk 96 1501 105.1 Y 133.957 13.552 389 254556 74.75 

Y ear Boas  Chinook Sackc ye Coho Rnk Chum Toul Days 

Avc. 77 369 85.277 53.157 19.097 627 158.517 50.48 

1992 96 1,504 IOS.llr ! 31 957 13.552 389 254556 74.75 

Deviation' 

Deviation fmm a 5-year average 



Table 20. Exvessel value of Situk-Ahrnklin set gillnet fishery, 1975 -1992. 

-- - - - - -- -- 

Year Yakutat Semet Income Situk Semet Income Percent Value of Situk 

1975 % 713,860 % 256.760 36% 

1976 1.214.550 485,680 40% 

1977 2,065,055 890,630 43% 

Ave. 2.968.763 792,558 . 2790 

Deviation' 

Deviation from a 17-year averagc. 



Table 21. Dollar value of salmon harvest in the Situk-Ahrnklin set gillnet fishery, 1975-1992.' 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total 

10,000 

29.560 

22,540 

25.000 

5,610 

4,830 

12,310 

11,330 

3.276 

23,908 

10,350 

No Sale 

No Sale 

12.07 1 

29,404 

' (Average pricefib) x (average Iblfish) x (total fish dcl~vercd). 



Table 22. Situk Weir escapement counts, 1992. 

Chi,,&' Sockeye Coho Pink Ulum Total 

Includes 1.618 large. 236 two ocean. 131 one ocean fish. 

Table 23. Situk-Ahmklin escapement surveys, 1992. 

Dale Area Sockeye Pink Coho Remarks 

611 7 Ahrnklin River 

6124 Ahrnklin k v e r  

6128 AhrnklinIAnrlen Rivers 

7/19 Situk k v e r  

Situk Lake 

Mountain Lake 

Mountain Stream 

Mountain Stream 

Situk River 

Situk River 

Ahrnklin River 

Situk River 

Old Siulk 

Situk River 

Poor visibility. none seen 

Poor visibility, none seen 

Boat survey 

Nine Mile Bridge to weir, also 900 
chinook seen 

Seen in small inlet stream 

2.m 

1 .m 

I O j h l l  

17 1.294 1 

13.820 N ~ n e  Mile to landing 

Boat survey 

900 chinook seen 

Nine Mile to landing 

Boat survey 

Old Situk to landing 



Table 24. Harvest of salmon in the Lost River set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1991, and 5-year 
catch comparison. 

Ending 
Week Date Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

5-year comparison 

Year Boau Chinook k k c ~  Coho Plnk Chum Total Days 

Ave. 5 18 :f ist  4.71% 326 21 7.785 51.7 

1992 5 20 3.1 10.244 33 1 13.468 59.5 

Deviation' 

Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 25. Lost River escapement, 1992. 

Date Area Sodteye Coho Pink Rernarlcs 

1/15 Tawah tributary 1,786 REL Bridge to Hwy 

6/29 Tawah Creek None seen 

7107 Tawah Creek 

7/15 Tawah Creek 

7/20 Tawah Creek 

None seen 

Under REL Bridge 

7/26 Ophir Creek None seen 

9/0 1 Tawah Creek 

9/14 Ophir Creek 

9/16 Tawah Creek 

Float uip 

737 USFS survey 

275 4,235 34 Summit Lake to Lost 
River 



Table 26. Harvest of salmon in the Yakutat Bay set giIlnet fishery by fishing period, 1992, and 5-year 
catch comparison. 

Ending 
We& Date Boru Chinoak Sockeye Coho Pinlr Chum Toul ~ Y S  

5-yur comparison 

Year Boau Chino& Soctcvc Cmo Rnlr Chum Total Days 

1987 52 319 24.W 1 2531 1.671 196 29.649 46.0 

1991 38 392 ZPSS i 5 2% 506 397 35.172 57.5 

Ave. 43 302 26.XW 4 2 3 3  24 52A 382 56.270 59.95 

-- -- - -- - 

Deviauon from a 5-year average. 



Table 27. Yakutat Bay area escapement, 1992. 

Dale Area Coho Pink Remarks 

Humpback Creek 

Humpback Creek 

Humpback Creek 

Humpback Creek 

Humpback Creek 

Humpback Creek 

Ankau Creek 1,200 

Ankau Creek 1 .m 

100 Poor visibiLity. inartidal 

100 Intertidal 

1 .m Intertidal 

1500 Intertidal 

500 Intertidal 

4500  Foot survey of Humpback Creek 

Boat survey of intertidal area 

Aerial survey 



Table 28. Harvest of salmon in the Manby Shore Ocean and Streams set gillnet fisheries by fishing 
periods, 1992, and 5-year catch comparison. 

Ending 
Week Date Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink (=hum Total s 

25 6RO 3 1 416 0 0 0 417 2.5 

30-34 812.2 Not fished 15.5 * 

35 8129 4 0 0 627 0 0 627 3.0 

40 l OD No1 fished 3 .O 

Totals 16 5 4,983 8.1 12 7 5 13.112 51.0 

5-year companson 

Year Boau Chinook Sockeyc Coho Plnk Chum Total Days 

1987 10 15 8 .(%7 7.552 0 1 15.635 47.5 

1991 9 30 10.971 5.609 0 26 16.636 50.5 

Ave. 15 27 17.911 1 1.490 3 1 15 29.502 51.3 

Deviation' 

1992 +7% -81% -72% -29% -77% -67% -66% -1 % 

Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 29. Harvest of salmon in the Manby Shore Ocean set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1992, and 
5-year catch comparison. 

Ending 
Week Date Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

25 6120 3 1 416 0 0 0 417 2.5 

30 1 On Not fished 3.5 v 

Totals 16 5 4.526 2 7 4 4.544 21.0 

5-year companson 

Year Boau Chinook Sockcyc Coho Pink Chum Total Daysa/ 

1991 9 30 8.4 13 24 0 26 8,493 21.0 

Ave. 13 25 14.Mf 20 5 12 14.747 20.6 

Deviation' 

1992 +23% -8040 49% 90% +4Wo -67% -69% +2% 

Days open 10 fishing are through SULIWOI m k  3 )  
Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 30. Five-year catch comparison and the 1992 harvest of salmon in the Manby Stream set gillnet 
fishery. 

Year Boats Chinodc Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days'/ 

Ave. 5 0 7 4,348 8 1 4.365 19.0 

Deviation' 

Days open to fishing for statis~ical weeks 34-39. 
Deviation from a 5-year average. 

Table 31. Five-year catch comparison and thc 1992 harvest of salmon in the combined Esker Creek, 
Spoon River, and Suddcn Stream sct gill net fisheries. 

Year Boats Chinod; WCYC Coho Plnk Chum Total Days' 

1987 3 o 1 2.777 o o 2,778 22.0 

Ave. 5 0 X 6.706 18 0 6,732 19.8 

1992 5 0 31. 4315  0 0 4,650 18.0 

Deviation' 

Days open to fishing for statistical weeks 34 W 
Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 32. Manby streams escapement, 1992. 

Date Area Coho Remarks 

812 1 Manby Stream None reen 

8/27 Manby Stream 400 

8/27 Spoon River 100 

911 0 Manby Stream 1 WJ 

9/10 Spoon River 100 

911 0 Esker Creek 300 

9/22 Manby Stream 1 .m 

9/22 Spoon River 850 

Poor visibility 

9/22 Esker Creek 1.030 



Table 33. Yahtse River to Icy Bay escapement, 1992. 

Date Area Coho Remarlts 

Big River 

Jeuy Creek 

Jeuy Creek 

Yahue h v e r  

Big River 

Jetty Creek 

Big River 

Yana River 

Yahue k v e r  

Yana k v c r  

Jeuy Creek 

Big Rivn  

Yahue k v e r  

PI. Riou Creek 

Caetani Rtver 

Priest River 

Yahtse River 

.Yana Rlvcr 

Jeny Crcck 

Big River 

PL Riou C r a k  

None seen 

None seen 

None seen 

None seen 

None seen 

None seen 

None seen 

Poor visibility 

West fork tributary 

Seen in all three  ribs 



Table 34. Harvest of salmon in the Kaliakh River set gillnet fishery by fishing period, 1992, and 5-year 
catch com~arison. 

Week 
Ending 
naw Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Taal Days 

25-33 8/15 Not fished 23.5 

34-35 8/29 Not fished 6.0 

40-41 10110 Not fished 6.0 

Totals 6 0 0 4.138 0 0 4,138 48.5 

5-year comparison 

Year Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Daysa/ 

1987 24 1 6 15.709 0 1 15.709 16.0 

Ave. 15 0 3 11,918 0 1 11,920 22.67 

1992 6 0 0 4.138 0 0 4.138 25.0 

1992 -60% 0 -100% -65% 0 - 1 00% -65% +1Wo 
deviation 

For 5-year comparison, days are for coho s a w n  unl? 

Table 35. Kaliakh River escrlpcrncnt, 1992. 

Date A m  6 h o  Remarks 

9/20 Kultieth River 2.600 

9120 Chiuki River SIX) 

9\20 Kaliakh k v e r  1.500 Main river at outlets of tributaries 



Table 36. Harvest of salmon in the Tsiu River set gill.net fishery by fishing period, 1992, and 5-year 
catch comparison. 

Ending 
Week Date Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

Year Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1987 37 0 0 35.685 0 0 35,685 11.0 

1991 23 0 0 38.195 0 1 38.1% 21.1 

Ave. 30 0 19 45344 1 1 45,365 16.2 

Deviation' 

Deviation from a 5-year average. 



Table 37. TsiujTsivat River coho salmon escapement, 1992. . 

Date Below markenEsiu Above markerosiu Tsivat Remarks 

Very poor visibility 

Poor visibility 

Poor visibility 

81% 500 0 

8/30 3 ,m 1.500 

9/03 500 14,000 

9/08 300 4.500 250 

911 5 800 20.000 4.000 

9R0 4,500 22.000 4.300 

9R6 500 8 .m 6.200 Poor visibility 

1 OR 0 l?.OOO 0 Poor visibility, Tsivat turbid 

Table 38. Tashalich River lo Capc Suchl~ng cscapcmcnt, 1992. 

Date Area Coho Remarks 

911 5 Tashalich River 

911 5 Kiklikh River 

1 OR Tashalich River 

1 OR Kiklikh River 

All fish seen were inlenidal 

4500 were inwrtidal 

None seen, turbid 



Table 39. Yakutat subsistence salmon harvest, 1992.' 

Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Other T d  

Alsek (5) 

East (4) 

Akwe (3) 16 85 44 0 0 0 145 

Yakutat Bay (16) 139 234 6 20 0 1 1  steelhead 410 

Situk (79) 325 4.472 2.762 12 1 1  6 steelhead 7.588 

Tsiu (3) 0 0 110 0 0 12 steelhead 122 

Ankau (1) 12 0 0 0 0 0 12 

ICY Bay (1) 1 13 0 3 1 4 Dolly Varden 22 

Esker (I) 0 0 138 0 0 0 138 

Yana (1) 0 0 80 0 0 0 80 

Italio (1) 27 40 0 0 0 0 67 

Sudden (2) 0 183 49 0 0 8 rainbows 240 

Totals 549 5.469 3.645 37 12 4 1 9,753 

Number of permits issued 133 

Number of permits returned 132 99.26 

Number of penniu that fished 109 

Number of permits that did not fish 23 

Preliminary &la. 
Number in parenthesis shows numhcr d pcwnas trpms harrcu Ifurn 1.1 .ru. Some permiu r e p o ~ d  catch from more than one area. 



Table 40. Yakutat historical subsistence salmon harvest, 1980-1991.' 

- 

Chinook Sockeye Coho Other 

Year B' cd A B C A B C 

92 pinks 

99 pinks; 
64 chums 

220 pinks; 
49 chums 

1 pink; 
16 chum 

1991 375 99% 379 4.030 99% 4.071 2.222 99% 2.244 32 chums 

1992 549 99.2% 553 5,469 99.2% 5,513 3.645 99.2% 3.674 37 pinks; 
12 chum 

Dev~alron. 

Data avalable only for years stamng m 1980 
A=Actual recorded harves~ 
B=Percent of permlu returned. 
C=Ex~rapola~ed total harves~ esllrnalc. (I c C=A dirdcJ hb H) 

* Seven year average from 1984 through 1990 
Devlauon from a 12-year average. 
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Trolling is open only when 
the Situk River setner fishery 
is open, August 7-September 20 

...... . . . . . . . .-..... .-..-*. .-.-... . . . . . . . Trolling Closed August 7-September 20 

Figure 2. Yakutat area troll closures 
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